
Paper Trails: Essential Vocabulary

Lesson 1: Margaret Williams (1659)

Core Migration Terms:

Indenture/Indentured servant - A contract trading labor for passage; person bound by this contract
Economic migration - Moving to find work or better opportunities
Agency - The power to make your own choices
Constrained choice - Making decisions when options are limited

Document Analysis Terms:

Explicit - Directly stated; clear
Inferred/Inference - What we figure out from clues (not directly stated)
Primary source - Original document from the time period
Contract - Legal agreement between people

Lesson 2: Jane Bushyhead (1838)

Historical Context:

Forced removal - Being made to leave your home against your will
Treaty - Official agreement between nations or groups
Cherokee Nation - Sovereign Indigenous nation with its own government
Trail of Tears - The forced removal of Cherokee and other Indigenous peoples (1838-1839)

Document Analysis:

Reveal vs. Conceal - What documents show vs. what they hide
Perpetrator - Person who commits a harmful act
Survivor - Person who lives through a difficult experience
Oppression - Cruel or unjust treatment by those in power

Resilience Terms:

Resilience - Ability to recover and keep going despite hardship
Cultural preservation - Keeping traditions, language, and identity alive

Lesson 3: Clotilda/Questlove (1860)

Genealogical Terms:

Genealogy - The study of family history
Ancestry/Ancestor - Your family members from the past
Census - Official count of population
The 1870 brick wall - Barrier in African American genealogy research (records before this date are 
missing)

Historical Context:

Slave ship - Ship used to transport enslaved people (emphasize this was a crime by 1860)
Forced migration - Being moved against your will
Middle Passage - The brutal sea voyage enslaved Africans were forced to make
Emancipation - Freedom from slavery (1865)

Community Terms:



Africatown - Community founded by Clotilda survivors
Cultural preservation - Maintaining language, traditions, and identity

Lesson 4: Gennaro Lombardi (1904)

Immigration Process:

Ship manifest - List of passengers on a ship
Ellis Island - Immigration processing center in New York (designed to admit)
Naturalization - Process of becoming a citizen

Adaptation Terms:

Assimilation - Giving up your original culture to adopt the dominant culture
Integration - Maintaining your culture while also participating in the new society
Adjustment - Practical changes people make to fit new circumstances
Adaptation - How people change to live in new places

Context Terms:

Discrimination - Unfair treatment based on identity (race, origin, etc.)
Exclusion - Being kept out or left out
Legal context - Laws and policies that affect people
Social context - How society treats different groups

Cross-Cutting Vocabulary (Use Across All Lessons)

Document Analysis:

Evidence - Information that supports a conclusion
Perspective - Point of view; how someone sees things
Context - The situation or circumstances surrounding an event

Migration Concepts:

Migration - Moving from one place to another
Push factors - Reasons people leave (danger, poverty, lack of opportunity)
Pull factors - Reasons people are attracted to new places ( jobs, safety, opportunity)
Power imbalance - When one group has more control than another

Identity & Belonging:

Identity - Who you are; how you see yourself
Belonging - Feeling like you're part of a community
Community - Group of people connected by shared experience or place

Teaching Tips for Vocabulary Frontloading

1.  Use visuals - Show images alongside terms (ship manifest, census record, Ellis Island photo)
2.  Create anchor charts - Post key terms with student-friendly definitions
3.  Build from known to unknown - Connect to students' experiences ("Have you ever had to make a 

choice when your options were limited? That's constrained choice.")
4.  Preview in context - Show the actual document where the term appears
5.  Spiral vocabulary - Reuse terms across lessons to build mastery
6.  Provide sentence frames - "This document reveals ___ but conceals ___"




